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LOG LINE

A young couple go on an adventurous vacation to Thailand and find themselves 
haunted by an angry spirit named ‘Watabe’ after naively disrespecting a Ghost House.

SYNOPSIS

Jim and Julie are vacationing in Thailand where Julie falls in love with photographing 
the Thai “Ghost Houses” that are believed to give spirits shelter and comfort. A couple of 
British travelers take them on an adventure to the countryside with the promise of 
showing Jim and Julie a ghost house graveyard where the old houses are discarded. 
After leaving the graveyard with a souvenir, Julie becomes cursed and is increasingly 
plagued by visits from a malevolent spirit, Watabe, that threatens both her sanity and 
her life. After Julie is hospitalized in a state of terror, Jim must find a way to lift the curse 
in three days before Julie loses her soul to the ghost world forever. Through an act of 
desperation, Jim enlists the help of a shady ex-pat named Reno who takes the couple 
on a journey deep into the jungle in the hope that a witch doctor can provide a solution 
to their problem. 



WHAT IS A THAI GHOST HOUSE?

In Thailand, almost every home and business has a small Ghost House just outside
of it. The Ghost Houses are used to shelter the spirits that live on the land,
particularly spirits of ancestors who have passed. Providing a Ghost House helps to
ensure that harmony and serenity will come to the property and its owner, the idea
being that if the ghosts have their own dwelling in which to reside they will not
haunt the main house or building. To ensure the spirits are content in their abode
they are provided with offerings of food, drinks, garlands and incense. If properly
provided for the spirit guardians will protect the dwelling and bring wealth and
prosperity, and if not, the ghosts become very restless, unhappy and sometimes
even lash out at the living…

DIRECTOR’S 
STATEMENT

To a westerner, Thailand 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Thailand is a place of both mystery and contradictions. Bangkok during the day and night are 
two totally different worlds. A bright, modern city gives way to a seedy, bustling nightlife full of 
danger and excitement. To add to the dichotomy, you drive just outside of this metropolis and 
you find yourself in the thick of the jungle. Thailand is a very spiritual place with an abundance 
of holy sites but it is also famously an adult playground, with red light districts that cater to your 
darkest impulses. The Thai people identify as Buddhist, but cling to ancient tribal and Hindi 
superstitions from their distant past. And EVERYONE believes in ghosts. There are plenty of 
practical reasons to want to shoot a film in Thailand (cheap, experienced crews, strong film 
infrastructure, tons of intrinsic production value, etc), but it is these contradictions that draw me, 
as a filmmaker, to Thailand. The country itself will be a character in our film. 

The concept for our movie originates from several real life experiences we had while traveling in 
Thailand. Ever since my first trip to Thailand, I have been obsessed with the idea of the GHOST 
HOUSE. These miniature houses sit outside every residence and business in Thailand. While 
they are often mistaken by tourists to be shrines of a sort, they are actually constructed to house 
ghosts, keeping them from inhabiting or haunting your home. 

One trip, we found ourselves exploring a remote area a few hours south of Bangkok when we 
came across what can only be described as a GHOST HOUSE GRAVEYARD, a place where 
locals had dumped nearly a hundred or so discarded ghost houses in a jungle clearing. The tiny, 
broken structures still had trinkets and offerings left inside. We began picking things out of them 
and taking lots of pictures, joking with each other about how encroaching on this place and 
disturbing these castoff ghost houses was obviously a really bad idea. When the local driver we 
had hired heard about what we had been up to he was visibly upset, and wouldn't even consider 
the idea of us bringing a ghost house back with us. It was then we knew we had an interesting 
idea for a movie. The myth and superstitions surrounding GHOST HOUSES is rich and 
haunting, and has yet to be explored in any western films. Combine this with the exotic locales 
and dangerous allure of Bangkok and we knew we had beginnings of a great film.

As a director, I want to take a less is more approach in regard to our scares, building tension by 
playing on our character's vulnerabilities and helplessness of being trapped in a foreign country 
with time running out. Tonally, it will be a closer cousin to films like THE EXORCIST or THE 
CONJURING than say FRIDAY THE 13TH or SAW. And while the story is set in Thailand, it will 
not be a typical Asian ghost film, nor will it be a straight up American supernatural thriller but 
rather a hybrid of the two. We will certainly incorporate some techniques found in Eastern horror 
films, but the story telling style will be distinctly American. We certainly are not trying to entirely 
reinvent the supernatural horror film here, but I think this hybrid approach will certainly yield 
something fresh and interesting (and very terrifying).

Rich Ragsdale, Director



Adopted by a Native Americans, 
James was the only non-native allowed 
to attend the tribal school on the
reservation where he was raised. 
Returning to his beleaguered home 
state after Hurricane Katrina, James
discovered a growing Hollywood 
boomtown which he was only too 
eager to take part(s) in. After cutting 
his teeth as "talent agent" Mitch Racine 
in Warner Bros. Gangster Squad 
opposite Sean Penn, James career 
started getting the attention it 
deserved. James' first feature lead, 
Two-Step, premiered at SXSW with 
glowing reviews, most notably for his 
work. He's been called "the nicest bad 
guy you'll ever meet" & has gone on to 
support some of the most respected 
actors, directors & playwrights of our 
generation - Robert Duval, J.J. Abrams 
& Martin McDonagh, just to name a 
few. Currently, you can see James on 
HBO’s critically acclaimed Westworld, 
as well as, NBC's new action series 
Taken.                                                             

In 1998, Taylor-Compton began her 
acting career with an appearance in 
the film A.W.O.L. with David Morse, 
and later in the short film Thursday 
Afternoon. She went on to have small 
roles in both television and film 
including Ally McBeal, ER, Frasier, The 
Guardian and The Division. In 2001, 
she had a recurring role as Clara 
Forrester, the younger sister of Dean 
Forrester (Jared Padalecki) in the 
television series Gilmore Girls, 
appearing in a total of four episodes 
until 2004. Taylor-Compton was 
nominated for "Best Performance in a 
TV Series – Recurring Young Actress" 
for her portrayal of Clara. Later in 
2004, she appeared in the teen 
comedy Sleepover, which had been 
her first large Hollywood film role. The 
cast of the film was nominated for 
"Best Performance in a Feature Film – 
Young Ensemble Cast" at the Young 
Artists Award. In 2007, Taylor-Compton 
appeared in the film An American 
Crime which told the true story of 
suburban housewife Gertrude 
Baniszewski, who had kept a teenage 
girl locked in the basement of her 
Indiana home during the 1960s. Taylor-
Compton then returned to the horror 
genre as Laurie Strode in Rob 
Zombie's remake of the classic 
Halloween. 2009 saw Taylor-Compton 
alongside Helen Mirren and Joe Pesci 
in Love Ranch. Then she went on to 
star in the film Obsessed alongside 
Beyoncé Knowles. In 2010, she 
appeared in The Runaways, where she 
plays Lita Ford, alongside Kristen 
Stewart, Dakota Fanning and Stella 
Maeve.

Mark Boone Junior is a legendary 
actor having appeared in well
over 100 feature films and 40 
television shows. He has worked 
with some of the greatest 
filmmakers in film history including 
Martin Scorsese, Terrence Malick, 
Michael Bay, John Carpenter,
John Singleton, Marc Forster, David 
Fincher in SE7EN and THE GAME, 
Sam Raimi in THE QUICK AND 
THE DEAD and with Christopher 
Nolan in MEMENTO and BATMAN 
BEGINS. Some of his most notable 
performances are in longtime friend 
Steve Buscemi’s TREES LOUNGE, 
ANIMAL FACTORY and 
LONESOME JIM, along with 
FROZEN RIVER, PETE SMALLS 
IS DEAD, 30 DAYS OF NIGHT, 
LIFE OF CRIME and HELICOPTER 
MOM. As the main character Bobby 
Munson on the hit FX series Sons 
of Anarchy, “Boone” found 
international acclaim. He currently 
recurs in the Fox TV show "The 
Last Man on Earth" and on the 
Netflix series "Flaked" and will soon 
be seen in the Sundance-hit THE 
BIRTH OF A NATION. Upcoming 
feature films include GHOST 
HOUSE, LET ME MAKE YOU A 
MARTYR, BY THE RIVERS OF 
BABYLON, UNDERWATER 
UPSIDE DOWN, and STREET 
LEVEL.

James Landry Hébert (JIM) Scout Taylor Compton (JULIE) Mark Boone Junior (RENO)



RICH RAGSDALE 
Director

Rich graduated from Berklee 
College of Music in Boston with 
degrees in both composition 
and film scoring. After 
completing his
graduate studies at USC, Rich 
went on to score some of 
television’s most popular 
sitcoms including “Will and 
Grace,” “According to Jim,” and 
“King of Queens” along with 
many commercials and video 
games for FOX Interactive, EA
and Vivendi-Universal. In 2005, 
Rich directed a horror film The 
Curse of El Charro which was 
bought by Paramount/
Showtime. Rich also has 
directed over 20 music videos 
for artists like Sean Lennon, 
Blues Traveler, 311, and Avicii 
with Lenny Kravitz. Rich 
continues to compose for 
movies including music for 
David Mamet’s Edmond, the 
Sundance award-winner Big 
River Man and Tribeca Film’s
release The Giant Mechanical 
Man. Most recently Rich has 
been able to combine his 
talents in a big way by both 
shooting the original pitch pilot 
and writing the theme song for 
AMC’s reality title “Freakshow.”

KEVIN RAGSDALE
Producer

Kevin is a producer and an 
actor from Nashville, Tennessee 
and holds an MBA from 
Chapman University in Orange, 
CA. Kevin co-founded Pretty 
Dangerous Films in 2003 and
produced ten motion pictures 
including Stuart Gordon’s 
adaptation of David Mamet’s 
Edmond starring William H. 
Macy and Julia Stiles; 
Paramount/Showtime’s horror 
release, The Curse of El 
Charro; and Asia Argento’s 
adaptation of J.T. Leroy’s The 
Heart is Deceitful Above All 
Things with a cast that included 
Asia Argento, Peter Fonda and 
Winona Ryder. In 2006, Kevin
founded KNR Productions with 
his brother, Rich, and continued 
producing music videos, 
commercials, web content and 
feature films. KNR has since 
visited the Sundance film 
festival twice with the films 
Phantom Love and Big River 
Man. Kevin is also an Executive
Producer on Amy Heckerling’s 
latest film, Vamps, starring 
Siguorney Weaver and
Alicia Silverstone. Ghost House 
is the second feature film that 
he has done as a collaboration 
with Rich. 

VERONICA RADAELLI
Producer

Veronica Radaelli is a producer 
for feature film, music video and 
shorts. Born and raised in 
Vimercate, Italy, she studied 
Science and Technology of 
Communications at IULM 
University in Milan. After moving 
to Los Angeles, she received  
certification in Film Production 
and Entertainment Business at 
the University of California 
(UCLA), Los Angeles. Amongst 
many productions, she co-
produced Danny Perez’s 
Antibirth starring Natasha 
Lyonne and Chloe Sevigny 
which premiered at the Midnight 
section at 2016 Sundance Film 
Festival, and distributed in 
theater by IFC later that year. 
She produced the mountain 
psychological thriller Blue Jay 
directed by Michael Ciulla and 
distributed by Gravitas Ventures 
in the US and UK in 2016. 
Veronica has produced several 
music videos including 
“Animals” by Sean Lennon’s 
band GOASTT, “Mystic 
Highway” by the legendary 
John Fogerty of Creedence 
Clearwater Revival fame, 
“Savages” by Theory of a Dead 
Man ft. Alice Cooper, nu metal 
mega-group P.O.D.’s 
“Beautiful,”” and Unknown 
Mortal Orchestra’s “So Good at 
Being in Trouble”. 



CREDITS

CAST

Jim..................................... James Landry Hébert
Julie................................... Scout Taylor Compton
Reno.................................. Mark Boone Junior
Robert................................Russel Geoffrey Banks
Billy.................................... Richard Gray
Gwen................................. Elana Krausz
Cal..................................... Kevin Ragsdale
Watabe.............................. Wenchu Yang
GoGo................................. Michael New
Robert’s Girlfriend..............Kat Grey

CREW

Director.............................. Rich Ragsdale
Producers.......................... Kevin Ragsdale, Veronica Radaelli
Executive Producers......... Kulthep Narula, Rachvin Narula, Daemon Hillin, 

Luke Daniels, Brandon Hogan
Story.................................. Kevin & Rich Ragsdale
Screenplay.........................Kevin O’Sullivan and Jason Chase Tyrrell
Director of Photography.....Pierluigi Malavasi
Production Design............. Thongchai Sittirak
Editor................................. Jay Gartland
Original Score................... Rich Ragsdale
Special Makeup Effects.... Vincent Van Dyke Effects
Casting Director................ Shannon Makhanian
Costume Designer............ Kim Ngo, CDG
Thailand Line Production.. Benetone Films Thailand
Production Manager......... Idsara Yooktanon
1st AD............................... John Milton Branton
1st AD (Thai)..................... Lersan Nataphan

In association with Benetone Films
In association with The Exchange

Kevin Ragsdale
310-450-5001
kevin@knr-productions.com
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