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AGE OF HEROES 

The achievements of the soldiers who fought in the 30 Commando should be a source of great national pride. This film tells the true story of one of most important elite units in the history of the British Armed Forces. Due to the secretive nature of the unit’s work, it is not a story that many people are aware of. And yet, they risked their lives to protect their country and AGE OF HEROES is proud to be inspired by their fearless exploits. 

SHORT SYNOPSIS

AGE OF HEROES is an action-packed British thriller based on the real-life events of Ian Fleming's 30 Commando during World War II - the template for the modern day SAS. 

Sean Bean (Lord Of The Rings, GoldenEye) and Danny Dyer (The Business, The Football Factory) star in an adrenalin-fuelled action-adventure which takes our heroes from the edge of defeat on the beaches of Dunkirk to the mountains of Norway on a search-and-destroy mission behind enemy lines that, if successful, would change the course of the war.

SYNOPSIS

AGE OF HEROES is an action-packed British thriller based on the real-life events of Ian Fleming’s 30 Commando during World War II – an inspiration for the modern day SAS. The 30 Commando were one of the most respected, secretive and exclusive Special Forces regiments formed during the Second World War. 

Ambushed deep behind enemy lines in WW2, the young British corporal Rains (DANNY DYER) fearlessly leads his men out of danger. But his rogue attitude costs him, and he’s sent to an allied military prison for insubordination. When the highly esteemed Captain Jones (SEAN BEAN) shows up, Rains’ bravado and raw display of fighting skills impress Jones enough to recruit him for his commando unit. 

After weeks of mentally intense and physically gruelling training ops where Jones tests his men to their breaking point, they are quickly assigned their first mission; to parachute into occupied Norway and capture a deadly new radar technology from the Germans. But as they get near the drop-zone, the newly formed band of brothers, joined by ‘Norwegian yank’ Steiner and beautiful blonde spy Jensen, find themselves in the midst of a fierce dogfight, before crash landing in a Norwegian village where Nazis have been mercilessly executing civilians. 

In a bloody battle in the mountains of Norway, outnumbered by an enemy as ruthless as it is clinical, the soldiers soon realize it is do-or-die time. And by pushing their innate skills and hardcore training to the limits, we see that this is no time for ordinary soldiers… This is the AGE OF HEROES.

THE MAKING OF ‘AGE OF HEROES’: JOBS FOR HEROES 

AGE OF HEROES was shot on location in England and Norway during Spring 2010. From the beeches of Dunkirk to the mountaintops of Scandinavia, a brave new group of elite commandos is founded who will risk it all to help determine the outcome of World War II. But this is not a wild flight of fantasy, it is based upon the truth.  

Lex Lutzus, producer of AGE OF HEROES, sets the scene:

“I’d heard the story of Ian Fleming and the 30 Commando, and it just seemed absolutely incredible that no-one had made a film about this tale of the utmost bravery. We’re talking about the formation of a group of elite soldiers whose cutting edge methods still influence the Armed Forces over sixty years later. And, more than anything, we knew that it would make an action-packed adventure that would excite cinemagoers all over the world.” 

The film was made entirely outside of the studio system, and many would say that producing a film independently can often be a hazardous mission in itself. Producer James Brown gives the background to the film before it entered production: 

“It’s all happened reasonably fast, which is usually the sign of a good idea. When people put their money on the table quickly to get the movie made, that’s when you know that you have something special. But then, in other ways, it has been a long journey and a lot of hard work. Up until the point when the cameras rolled, the most memorable moment for me was watching director Adrian Vitoria and screenwriter Ed Scates take our rough outline and turn it into an engaging and gripping screenplay. That’s when it became a reality for me.” 

Ten days prior to principle photography beginning, the actors were put through a gruelling training regime in order to give them the basic tools that they needed to become commandos on screen. Weapons training, physical conditioning and hand-to-hand combat sessions were re-created by real-life marines – with special workshops familiarising the cast with equipment and techniques common during World War II. 

One of the principle cast, Danny Dyer, was amused to see images of himself appear in The Sun newspaper being held in a tight headlock by a marine during one of the training sessions. Renowned as a bit of a ‘lad’ himself, Danny became involved in the project to remind audiences that his celebrity status is based on a foundation of acting skills and charisma, much like the character he plays - the rebellious but big-hearted Corporal Rains. Danny was quick to highlight how the training created a strong team atmosphere before a single reel had even been shot. He says: 

“I was a bit worried about the training at first. I had an image of us running up and down hills, and just being completely beasted by soldiers saying ‘you poncey little actors, who do you think you are?’ But actually, I think they wanted to help us come together as a team. As a unit. They are never going to turn me into a commando in a week, so when we are out there [shooting the film], as long they are on my shoulder I am going to feel strong. What is really intriguing is to try and get into their minds a little and their mindset – because these are special people.”

Sean Bean is perfectly cast as the leader of the 30 Commando, Major Jack ‘Davey’ Jones. Jones is a tough, no nonsense leader of men, and someone who isn’t afraid to put his own life in danger or break a few rules to make sure a mission is completed. Sean Bean is perhaps best known for his eye-catching roles in blockbusters such as The Lord Of The Rings trilogy and Goldeneye, but he is certainly no stranger to the battlefield having established his superior acting credentials as the lead role of Richard Sharpe in the long running 19th Century military action-adventure TV series (based on the novels by Bernard Cornwell). Sean says that AGE OF HEROES’ inspirational real life story is what led him to accept the lead role: 

“A lot of films you do because they are good films and they are good stories but this is a little bit special because it is about something that really happened. It affected so many millions of people all over the world and it’s a story that needs to be told. It’s not complete make-believe, it is something that really happened and for some reason we seem to be a little bit ashamed of retelling these stories, of bringing these things up today. I think that it is about time that people heard this story.”

One of the most satisfying aspects of making the film, from the point of view of director of AGE OF HEROES Adrian Vitoria, was the opportunity that it provided to link up with the The Sun’s Jobs For Heroes campaign. Adrian and the production team joined forces with an employment agency Force Select, which specialises in finding employment for former members of the British Armed Forces who have served in Iraq or Afghanistan. Looking for stunt-people and extras for the action-packed Norwegian mountain based sequence that provides the finale of the film, the producers approached Force Select to send over a team of former soldiers to take part in the shoot. Director Adrian Vitoria tells us more: 

“We had commandos, real British commandos, work on this project. They helped us and they played members of the SS. They are all ex-military men who have worked in Iraq and Afghanistan and have seen real action. Their contribution to this film was great and I think if anything it’s given them an opportunity to see what we do in filmmaking and understand why it takes so long and why we can’t include every single detail in the finished edit. They’ve educated us in the workings of warfare.”

Danny Dyer took inspiration from the Force Select lads, and talks about his experiences working with them on AGE OF HEROES: 

“It’s great to be working anyway, as an actor, but it is really satisfying to be working on something that is making a difference. Because this Jobs For Heroes, I think it is an amazing thing. I’ve done a bit of work for the Help For Heroes as well. The fact that I will be playing a commando, it’s a daunting thing. These boys are the real deal and I want to do it justice. It means a lot to me. It has given me a real incentive to maybe push myself to the next level because I know how much it means to these boys. I think if we can all come together on this film, then we could have something special on our hands.” 

As the production entered its final phase and moved across to snowy Norway for the final couple of weeks of shooting, the production faced an increasing amount of unexpected external problems. All flights between the UK to Norway were grounded due to the volcanic ash cloud which shut down much of European airspace in April 2010, making the transfer of equipment or personnel almost impossible. Added to that, an airbound stomach virus was hitting several members of the cast and crew, but due to the fast moving nature of the production schedule the team volunteered to work on through despite the illness to complete the film on time. 

Perhaps it would be going too far to suggest that they were channelling the spirit of the 30 Commando, but certainly it was a challenging end that required everyone to step up their game. Especially since the majority of the film was shot ‘inside the camera’, with the action captured on film really happening in front of the camera without the benefit of extensive CGI or effects. Sean Bean believes that this adds to the authenticity of the film, and recounts the challenges that he faced: 

“It is a kind of mini-battle to get through a film of this nature – shooting real action sequences on location. It adds to the realism of what we are trying to do. You can’t say that we did this in a studio or that we’ve done a lot of CGI work. I mean this is all real stuff, and [the cast] have done it all for real as well.”

IAN FLEMING & THE REAL LIFE STORY OF THE 30 COMMANDO 

The longest running and most successful film franchise of all time. Over 100 million books sold. And a lot of luck with the ladies. 

For millions of people worldwide, James Bond is the most iconic British character ever created. 

The first novel, Casino Royale, was published in 1953. The author was Ian Fleming. Fleming is now a household name, but very few people realise the many similarities between the author and his famous literary invention. 

They were both educated at Eton, they were both jet-setting womanisers with a well-documented passion for vodka martinis (shaken, not stirred), and they both reached the rank of Commander in the Navy. 

The midst of World War II, 1942: Fleming (codename 17F), then the Personal Assistant to the Director of Naval Intelligence, suggested the formation of a group of highly trained and exceptionally skilled commandos whose exclusive purpose was to infiltrate behind enemy lines to “Attain By Surprise” (the unit’s motto). The targets were intelligence and personnel – the goal was to take the Nazis’ most closely guarded secrets before they could be destroyed. 

The unit was formed within 12 months of the birth of the SAS, the elite Special Forces regiment now widely regarded as the best operating on the planet today. Many years later, the SAS shot from secrecy to international recognition after assaulting the Iranian Embassy in front of the world’s media and successfully rescuing hostages during the 1980 terrorist siege. 

Flashback to the end of World War II, and the official disbanding of the 30 Commando (or 30 Assault Unit as they were later known) - it is understood that the unit’s techniques went on to become hugely influential towards the activities, methods and training of their operational equivalents, the SAS, and that these techniques are still held in the highest regard to this day. 

The 30 Commando was more than just the brainchild of Ian Fleming. The Naval Commander meticulously planned their raids and directly briefed the missions. 

AGE OF HEROES is inspired by this incredible true story – the little-told story of how James Bond’s creator Ian Fleming oversaw the activities of an elite and supremely well-trained commando unit during World War II, and about the danger and adventure that the 30 Assault Unit faced in their brave efforts to extract the most crucial Nazi-Axis secrets with their pioneering stealth techniques. 

THE TEMPLATE FOR THE MODERN DAY SAS: LIFE AS AN ELITE SOLDIER IN THE 30 COMMANDO 
A regular idle thought of 21st Century man: I wish I had a more exciting job. 

Office work may well be leaving you without the warm fuzzy glow of job satisfaction. Or that bar job may cause you to groan with boredom. 

But a word of warning: Be careful what you wish for. 

Perhaps you are looking for the kind of job which will regularly see you parachuting behind enemy lines, demonstrating the kind of cutting-edge influential stealth warfare techniques which still influence the elite Special Forces of the world today or learning how to disarm landmines under enemy fire. With your bare hands. 

And, just maybe, you fancy giving all that a go during World War II. A time when the majority of the planet was a bullet strewn battle-ground, and missions were carried out without the luxury of satellite navigation or protection of the latest high-tech Osprey body armour. You had better remember to pack that compass, Private. 

The life of a commando in Ian Fleming’s 30 Commando, the inspiration for AGE OF HEROES starring Sean Bean and Danny Dyer, may well sound like the kind of wild flight-of-fancy we all partake in during an average working day – but the reality was dangerous and demanding, fierce and intense. 

The level of bravery demonstrated by these commandos is probably beyond what most of us could possibly imagine. Unless you happen to be a member of the current-day SAS of course, who have been inspired by many of the techniques developed by the 30 Commando’s training, methods and activities. 

Here we take a brief look into the life of a commando in the 30 Commando. 

RECRUITS: 

If, as a soldier in World War II, you were approached by an officer called Captain ‘Red’ Huntingdon Whitely then there is a fair chance you were about to be offered the prestigious opportunity to train to become a commando in the 30 Commando. 

Ian Fleming and Huntingdon Whitely were looking for the fittest, the bravest and the most highly recommended troops available. But they didn’t always limit themselves to serving members of the Armed Forces, occasionally they opened the search wider for specialist skills. 

For example, John Ramsey (Royal Fusilier, 34 section) was serving a sentence at Her Majesty’s pleasure as an habitual criminal and safecracker. Details of the mission are still classified, but Ramsey received a full pardon in return for joining 30 Commando and joining a mission behind enemy lines. 

METHODS: 

Ian Fleming himself referred to the men of the unit as “behaving like Red Indians”. The strategy was simple – their mission was to target and acquire the most important enemy intelligence. This could be intelligence or personnel. 

The method was to strike in advance of any other military units and “Attain By Surprise”, the unit’s motto. Entry could be made by parachute, boat or jeep, with recruits receiving highly specialised training in all areas before becoming active. 

EQUIPMENT:

The unit’s primary form of transport was modified high speed Jeeps, with additions of armour plating and mounted machine guns. Their already operational equivalents, the SAS, were also provided with these specialised vehicles which were much more suitable for stealth missions than standard vehicles or cumbersomely slow tanks. 

The unit was also trained in the use of gliders and many undertook parachute training. Hand-to-hand combat and advance weapons skills were second-to-none. 

MISSIONS: 

Much of work achieved by the 30 Commando in World War II was completed on a need-to-know basis, and is still classified to this day. It is known that the unit was considered “successful in the extreme” according to Government official military records from the time, completing missions across Europe, Africa and Asia. Anecdotal evidence suggests that they were in fact one of the most important elite units in the history of the British Armed Forces. 

Successfully acquired targets included key Third Reich scientists and inventors, airplane and weapons designs, 16 U-boats, 2 destroyers, and the unit also forced the surrender of the city of Bremen. The 30 Commando are also unofficially credited with capturing Admiral Donitz in 1945, who was the official head of the Nazi German government following the suicide of Adolf Hitler. 

CAST BIOGRAPHIES 

Sean Bean – MAJOR JONES  

Sean Bean portrayed Richard Sharpe in the British television series Sharpe, based on the Bernard Cornwell novels. A year later, he played the love interest in the Ken Russell film Lady Chatterley. Since then he has become well known internationally for his roles as Boromir in The Lord of the Rings, and has developed a Hollywood niche as a villain in  films such as GoldenEye, National Treasure, and Patriot Games. Also appearing in Flightplan with Jodie Foster, Odysseus in Troy and Chris DeSilva in Silent Hill, Sean’s latest work includes Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief in the role of Zeus, and Black Death, a supernatural thriller set at the time of the first outbreak of the Black Death in England.

Danny Dyer – CORPORAL RAINS 

Danny began his acting career at the age of 16 in Prime Suspect 3. He also appeared in episodes of Cadfael, A Touch of Frost and Soldier Soldier. His many other television roles include appearances in the Channel 4 drama Second Generation and also in Skins and Hotel Babylon. Danny’s first film role was in Human Traffic.  His subsequent movie work includes Borstal Boy, Mean Machine and in all four films by the British film director Nick Love: Goodbye Charlie Bright, The Football Factory, The Business and Outlaw. Among other film roles, he also appeared as the character Steve in Christopher Smith's Severance, as Hayden in Adulthood and in 2008 he appeared in City Rats and 7 Lives. Recently, he shot several horror films including Doghouse, Basement, The Last Seven and Dead Cert. In June 2010, Danny was cast for the lead role in the upcoming remake of the British horror film The Asphyx. 

James D'Arcy – LIEUTENANT COMMANDER IAN FLEMING 

James D'Arcy appeared alongside Daniel Craig in the World War I-drama The Trench and the movie Dot the I alongside Gael García Bernal. In 2003, he also gained wider recognition when he portrayed Lt. Tom Pullings in Peter Weir 's Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World. James can be seen as Duncan in Secret Diary of a Call Girl and plays the role of Edward VIII in W.E., the second film directed by Madonna. He is currently filming the new Reg Traviss film, Screwed.
Izabella Miko - JENSEN

Izabella Miko grew up in Warsaw, where she studied to be a ballerina. On her 15th birthday she travelled to New York with her mother to study with an American choreographer who awarded her a scholarship. Izabella's American film debut was in Coyote Ugly in 2000. She has also appeared in three episodes of HBO's Golden Globe and Emmy Award-winning Deadwood, and in The Killers' music video for Mr. Brightside. In 2010, Izabella appeared in the big-budget remake Clash of the Titans as Athena.

Aksel Hennie – LIEUTENTANT STEINAR

Aksel Hennie made his acting debut starring in the feature film Jonny Vang in 2003 for which he won an Amanda Award, the main Norwegian film award, for Best Actor. The same year he also acted in the movies Buddy and Ulvesommer, and in 2004 he made his debut as a director and writer with the movie Uno, in which he also acted. Aksel won the Amanda Award for Best Direction for Uno, a film about his own personal story of being convicted for tagging and grafitti. The conviction against him being one of the first such cases in Norway’s history. In 2008 Askel starred in the movie Max Manus, where he played the title role of the Norwegian war hero.

William Huston – SERGEANT ‘MAC’ MACKENZIE

William Houston has appeared as Doctor Millais Culpin in the last two series of Casualty 1907 and 1909 for the BBC. William’s film work extends to Fifty Dead Men Walking, Elizabeth: The Golden Age, Sherlock Holmes and Clash of the Titans. He was nominated for a 2001 London Evening Standard Theatre Award for Best Actor for his performance in Henry IV and Henry V at the Royal Shakespeare Company.
Adrian Vitoria – DIRECTOR 

Adrian Vitoria comes to AGE OF HEROES from his roaringly entertaining debut feature The Crew, a film about a heist in which the only thing higher than the stakes is the body count. He learnt his trade on television, directing for long-running television series such as The Bill, Casualty and Hollyoaks. Adrian is expected to direct the two planned sequels for AGE OF HEROES, with the working titles of AGE OF HONOUR and AGE OF GLORY respectively. 

More about METRODOME DISTRIBUTION: 

Metrodome Distribution is a fully integrated rights management and distribution business which provides its industry expertise to maximise revenues for producers of film and TV content across all distribution platforms in the UK. As a business we excel in creating bespoke, cost effective release strategies to maximise returns for all stakeholders. We pride ourselves on our unrivalled market knowledge and ability to adapt to our clients’ needs in a fast changing media landscape.

We offer the very best in marketing, press and sales, delivering exceptional release campaigns for quality movies that capture the imagination of audiences.

Metrodome works with some of the biggest names in the business including Charlize Theron (‘Monster’), Jake Gyllenhaal (‘Donnie Darko’), Colin Firth (‘Genova’), Maggie Gyllenhaal (‘Sherrybaby’), Michael Caine & Demi Moore (‘Flawless’), Jet Li (‘The Warlords’), Kristin Scott-Thomas (‘Leaving’) and Tilda Swinton (‘I Am Love’). We are no strangers to success at the Academy Awards either, having released the Oscar winning titles THE SECRET IN THEIR EYES (2010), THE COUNTERFEITERS (2008), and MONSTER (2004) - as well as nominees AWAY FROM HER, DAYS OF GLORY and WATER. 

Recently venturing into film co-production, Metrodome’s AGE OF HEROES (starring Sean Bean and Danny Dyer) and AGE OF DRAGONS (starring Vinnie Jones and Danny Glover) will release in 2011. 

Metrodome Distribution is a wholly owned subsidiary of Metrodome Group, which also owns international television rights management business Target Entertainment.

Metrodome’s overall theatrical gross in the first 9 months of 2010 was over £2 million*, with overall DVD sales of 920,000 units**.

* Source: Rentrak EDI data

** Source: Official UK charts 


